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Every Jew Is Responsible to Reveal His Portion of Torah
that Was Given to Moshe Rabeinu and then Forgotten

In this week’s parsha, parshas Terumabh, it is written: SN9w? 113 bx 927 9K wn by i
7NN AR PN 125 12T WK wR 53 nRn N S pn”. Our blessed sages expound in the
Midrash (S.R. 33,1): mpni nR 121TYN 5K ,1amyn 58 mmn 0ab mnn aw I'IP‘? 72 2MN27T K1 NI
»02% "NnIw - "Do not forsake this commodity that I have given you.”

We need to explain: (a) What is the connection between “823% »n1 21w np%”, which refers to the
holy Torah that the Almighty gave us and the possuk i "% 1pn”, which is not referring to the
Torah? (b) Why does Hashem request from us: ”1211yn 5X 'n™n 025 »nna 2w nph 1272 It is quite
clear that from the moment we received the Torah on Har Sinai, we were obligated to learn, teach,
observe and perform.

The Letters 172170 Rearrange to Form 1N 'n

Let us begin our journey, by introducing the words of the Baal HaTurim here: ' nimx man”
70N, His source is the Zohar hokadosh (Korach 179.): MR ,/n TN XNMMINTA TN NIRY
731 DIWAIRD NANTINNRT TN TN 1R, The point is being made that the word 11”1170 alludes
to the fact that the Torah was given over a period of forty days, ”’nn iMn”. In this light, the
Midrash'’s exposition on this possuk fits nicely; however, how will we explain the continuation of
the possuk: 711N nX 1npn 125 a7 wx wik 3 nxne - 2 n - sman o npmM”? What
lesson are we supposed to learn from the fact that Hashem gave Moshe Rabeinu the Torah over a
period of forty days?

Let us introduce a cryptic teaching in the Gemorah (Nedorim 38.): 1 51mna ,Jam? 11 mx”
AR 7275 1mbas wn B M nmRaw [ manna % manmaw Ty anawm amn b awn. The
Gemorah teaches that Moshe Rabeinu learned directly from the Almighty for forty whole days and
kept forgetting what he had learnt, until Hashem gave him the Torah as a gift at the end of the forty
days—as it is written: "1nR 12715 1mba3~,

The Alshich hokadosh, in Toras Moshe (Ki Tisa, ibid.) poses the question: Since Hokadosh Boruch
Hu knew from the start that Moshe Rabeinu would not be able to remember the Torah unless he
received it as a gift, what was the purpose of the entire forty day process—teaching him the Torah,
Moshe forgetting the Torah and, finally, bestowing it upon him as a gift?
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He explains at length, in his holy words, that the purpose of the Almighty learning Torah with
Moshe for forty days, was to purify and refine his nature. It is analogous to the formation of a
human embryo, which is a forty day process, as we find in the Gemorah (Bechoros 21:): nmxy
701 DWAIR WNA 15N Similarly, a forty day purification process was necessary, before he was
prepared to receive the Torah as a gift that he would not forget.

For Forty Days Moshe Learned Everything
that Future Generations of Scholars Were Destined to Innovate

As is the way of Torah, to be elucidated in seventy aspects, we wish to suggest a novel
interpretation for why this forty day process was necessary. We will base our interpretation on the
Droshos HaChasam Sofer (part 2,page 406,column 3) explaining a verse in this week’s parsha:

57 1AM MRW N TN 5 NMIN AR PN 1% 1A wR wik 53 nxn marn b
POIA 1M Wb TNy P Tmbnw 53 17y 1 awnb [ on n mRaw (X 23 p)
JWIR 53 nRn R TN - en b gy e Lo innwab [aw 1pbn b o b mna
w125 13T WK DR PRRn SR nRyn kD anwan (1 15an)  mbyn mna powna 53 1

SRR TR 1NN 051 KT 5w 15 ,MNNN NXK IRPA L TIN 1wt 1abn XA Kivim

We are taught a very important principle by the Chasam Sofer. During Moshe’s forty day stay in the
heavens, Hokadosh Boruch Hu taught him everything that future generations of scholars were
destined to innovate. In addition, we are supposed to understand from this: WX @R 53 nNxn”
7INNIN DR PN 125 1121 - it is incumbent upon every individual Jew to reveal his own portion of
the Torah that was revealed to Moshe during those forty days.

We can embellish his words based on the Midrash (V.R. 22,1):

737 WY (0 K N5P) TARIw oA mwnb 1R 1512 137 b5 amb mny i Tmbnw i 15br”
»amyS 11 925,10y 2Mwn AR, RIT WA T KD KXW - There are no novel interpretations
in the Torah, since everything has already been taught to Moshe on Sinai.

This still conflicts somewhat with a teaching of the gaon Chida’s in Dvash L'fee (8,3): pnNn”
7RI WITIT 7T a1 XS 17y 10, 0wRaT 190 XKbw i wan® oi51on. Here we are taught that
novel interpretations of the Torah are revealed in every generation. So was it instituted from Above
that certain interpretations only be revealed by the scholars of that specific generation.
Furthermore, these interpretations could not have been revealed even by earlier generations of

more heavenly scholars.

This idea of the Chida’s provides us with a new insight concerning the “mahn” (Shemos 16,4). The
“mahn” is described as “DMwn 11 0%~ - bread from heaven, which symbolizes torah from heaven.
The possuk continues: “1172 DY 727 DY WPHY”'—every day, they were to gather and clarify the
novel Torah teachings specific to that particular day. How does this coincide with the Midrash
quoted above: 711702 Twnb MR 1913 127 1165 MMH TNY P TMSNW I 151K
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Forty Days in the Heavens Correspond
to the Forty Days of an Embryo’s Formation

We can resolve these conflicts based on a concept found in our holy seforim. Moshe Rabeinu
remained in the heavens forty days to receive the Torah, because forty days are necessary to form a
new creature. These forty days represented the creation and transformation of the people of Yisroel
into the nation of the Torah. We find this idea presented by the Siftei Kohen (Ekev):

Q1A NYIIW 1D SI9I NN TAID DY DWYAR AW an 9% Dwanx o owanx A awsy
snb on oA qMXx 1N 12 O DYYaNa

It is well-known that all six hundred thousand neshomes of Yisroel were incorporated within
Moshe Rabeinu. This is taught in the Midrash Tanchuma (Beshalach): 5w nwn ,5Rwr na1 mwn”
*5Xwr 55 113, It is now clear why, during those forty days, Moshe was taught the entire Torah,
including the novel interpretations of all future generations—since he embodied all the neshomes

of Yisroel, he had to receive all of their portions in the Torah.

However, since the time for many of those chidushim to be revealed had not yet arrived—i.e. they
would be revealed by various scholars, each in his own time—it was necessary for Moshe to forget
them and not present them before their appropriate times. Nonetheless, every Jew’s ability to
perceive and comprehend his own portion of the Torah, is only in the merit of Moshe Rabeinu, the
root of all Jewish Neshomes, who accepted that portion of the Torah on Har Sinai.

We find support for this concept in the Gemorah (Nidah 30:) concerning an unborn fetus: %0
71513 1nn 52 mawm »b 5y 1o xDn K2 05w xS Raw o L9 ana 5 ik, The
fetus is taught the entire Torah; yet, as he is born, an angel slaps him on his mouth and he forgets it
all. Once again, we might wonder, what purpose does it serve to teach the unborn child the entire
Torabh, if he is destined to forget it all at birth?

The answer is provided by the Noam Elimelech in Likutei Shoshanah:

MR 5N 135 N nR 2 NR Tnb5 5aph mwbra mn &S MK prmbn i XS oxe
snnn 155 5aph Hon Spaa a3 kw113 nbinn

If the neshome would not be taught the Torah initially, prior to birth, it would be impossible for it to
achieve and comprehend the Torah by natural means, after birth, from within the confines of its
physical, material body.

This also applied in a general sense to Moshe Rabeinu, the embodiment of all Jewish neshomes,
during those forty days. Had he not forgotten those portions belonging to future generations, he
would have been obligated to reveal them before their time. Had he not learned them at all, we
would never have been able to comprehend them and, ultimately, reveal them on our own.



Shvilei Pinches

Parshas terumah

How beautifully this explains the words of Hashem (Malachi 3,22): "wN »May awn nmn 1Mo
»@wbwm oIt 5xw 53 by 271ma 1R anny. Hashem beseeches us to remember the Torah that
Moshe spent forty days learning on Har Sinai and then forgot. He did so for the benefit of all future
generations. By toiling and endeavoring to study Torah, we successfully return to Moshe Rabeinu
those portions which he forgot while on Har Sinai.

This illuminates for us the Chasam Sofer’s elucidation of the possuk: ”aR% fwn KR /1 3217 —
Hashem spoke specifically to Moshe, who accepted all of Yisroel’s portions of the Torah on Har
Sinai; ”/m1In 5 MpN Sxwr 112 HX 9377 —the word 711N is the same letters as ”’n TIN7, an
allusion to the fact that Moshe was only given the Torah as a gift after he had struggled for forty
days in the heavens to learn it and, still, forgot it all. The lesson we are supposed to learn: 55 nxmn”
73RN NR PN 125 1127 WK WIR—every Jew must devote his heart and soul to Torah study, in
order to return his portion to Moshe Rabeinu, who forgot it.

We can now appreciate the meaning of the Midrash:

PR R @TEYn SR mryn SR ommn a5 nna 2w npb o amoT X R L mman b gy
»02% "»nnaw Based on what we have learned in the Gemorah (Menachos 65:): Xrnw ,00% anaboyY”
»1RY R 525 5197150, Whenever the verse uses the term “8a%”, it refers to each individual as a
separate entity.

So, when the Almighty says to us: “a% »na 21 np5 13”—He is telling each and every one of us,
individually, that we were each given a special portion of His Torah during those forty days on Har
Sinai (when He taught Moshe and Moshe forgot). Therefore, I (Hashem) request from all of you:
»0a% Mmw npna nX 1Rryn SR mmyn 5X anmin”—it is up to you to reveal the portions of the
Torah that Moshe forgot.



